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Important facts about the highway: 
(1) Total length when completed, 
1,357 miles. 
(2) Connects 17 countries. 
(3) Longest stretch now completed, 
965 miles. 


The linking of Central and South 
America by a through highway will pro- 
vide an important addition to hemis-— 


phere defense. Travel and trade upon 
the highway will put United 
x States dollars into the Latin-— 
“jR. American republics and so en- 

[lia able them to buy more United 

tad States products. 
vas United States expenditures 
Herren Sumvey of the iroute 
were instrumental in getting the North 
AmeTican section of the highway, to 
the Panama Canal, started in 4934. Re- 
cent loans to several of the Central 
American republics have stimulated work 
on this section of the highway. Each 
country bears the costs of construct- 
ing its section. The South American 
countries, several of which 

J 


have also received United 
Sta tess credits’.for assistance ~W\ 
in building the highway, are=ey 
pushing construction vigorously. 
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The Pan American Highway dates fcom | 
group of Latin-American engineers in Washington 
conceived the idea of connecting the South and Cen- 
tral American republics and the United States by a 
Single highway. 
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working in the Pan American Highway 
Construction began in |930 and to- 
is more than two-thirds finished. 


Today around 74 percent of 
the highway's 44,000 miles is 
Paved or drivéable 
weather. About 49 percent is 
passable in dry weather only, 
and the remaining 40 percent consists of 
trails impassable to motor traffic, some 
of which are now being turned into roads. 

The route is paved from Nuevo Laredo, 
Mexico, on the United States border, to 
about 200 miles beyond Mexico City. From 
there, about 43 percent of the distance 
to the Panama Canal is driveable in any 


weather. Much of the remainder of this 
link is not driveable at all. No esti- 
mate 18 available,, but a number of 


years will be required to complete this 
section. From the Panama Canal to 
Colombia is a bottleneck of swampland 
and jungle, as yet unexplored for road 
building. It was reported to have been 
Crossed on foot for the first time by a 
white man in 1940. It is pos- 
sible to ship a car from the 
United States or Mexico to Cara_— 
cas, Venezuela, thus continuing 
on the highway in South America. 
Three-fourths of the route in 
South America is paved or driveable in any 
weather. Construction wofk i3~under way 
at various points. , 


The Pan American Highway Confederation 
maintains offices in Washington, D. CS, 
and is prepared to answer all questions 
pertaining to the highway. 
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THE PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY 


For Hemisphere Travel, Commerce, and Defense. 
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UNITED STATES FARMERS 


are much interested in Western Hem- 
isphere problems because certain 
important agricultura! commodities 
are produced in both Latin America 
and the United States. Most Latin- 
American countries ar@ under heavy 
pressure to export in order to pay 
‘| for goods they need to import. The 
oA Pan American Highway, now under 
ee construction, can increase tourist 
- \otravel in Latin America. As United 
States tourist dollars help balance 
their foreign trade, Latin-American 
countries will be under less pres- 
sure to export to balance their 
trade. In this way and through in- 
creasing understanding among the 
citizens of the American republics, 
the: Pan American Highway can help 
build hemispheric solidarity. 
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PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY SYSTEM 
Condition Map of Route, Jau., 1940 
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